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In order to purify the ground over which the bier must be
carried from the touch of the countless low-caste feet that
have trodden it, men go ahead and sprinkle the road with
water from the Ganges, and if it is a young man or woman
who has died, milk is also sprinkled immediately in front
of the bier.
All the bearers of the bier have bathed, and wear no shoes
(out of reverence to the holiness of the corpse), no turbans,
shirts, or coats, but only wet loin-cloths,
And now to look for a moment at the whole procession.
The first thing one sees is the man sprinkling water over the
road; then, perhaps, the man sprinkling milk; next comes
a man carrying the fire (that has been taken from the dead
man's house) in a black earthen pot; and immediately after
him the bier, for nothing may ever come between the dead
body, which is an offering to Agni, and Agni itself, which
is carried in the earthenware jar. The frail bier is carried
shoulder highly the sons, the nearest relatives, or other
members of the same gotra, all crying Rama, Rama bolo,
bhai? and followed by a crowd of men.
There are no women in this crowds for they are not allowed
to follow the procession to the burning-ground; but before
the c&rtige leaves the compound, the wife of the dead man
performs a most pathetic rite* In memory of the seven ritual
steps that she had taken amid all the jubilant rejoicing that
surrounded her wedding, when she was looked on as almost
divine, she, now a broken-hearted widow, with nothing to look
forward to during the rest of her life save sorrow, again takes
seven steps, this time following the lifeless body of her bride-
groom, as witness even in her sorrow that she has performed
the vows promised in her^gladness* It would be impossible
to describe a contrast that more tears the heart-strings.
In most towns there are several burning-grounds; for instance,
where the writer lives there is one for the family of the reign-
ing prince, another for the Nagara, and a third for high*
1 A Nagara does not say bolo bhai, but only